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House Approves Boehlert-Honda $2.36 Billion
Nanotechnology L egidation

Bill to Boost Silicon Valley Economy

WASHINGTON, May 7, 2003 - Today, the full House passed H.R. 766, the Nanotechnology
Research and Development Act of 2003, by avote of 405 to 19. The legidation, authored by Science
Committee Chairman Sherwood Boehlert (R-NY) and Rep. Mike Honda (D- San Jose), authorizes
$2.36 hillion over the next three years for nanotechnology research and development programs at the
Nationa Science Foundation (NSF), the Department of Energy (DOE), the Department of Commerce,
NASA, and the Environmenta Protection Agency. The NSF consarvatively predicts a $1 trillion globd
market for nanotechnology in little over adecade.

“The funding for nanotechnology research and development will fue the growth and maturation
of the indugtry, and will lead to the three most important prioritiesin Silicon Valey--jobs, jobs, jobs,”
sad Rep. Honda. “Nanotechnology has the potentia to become a $1 trillion globa market in alittle
over 10 years, and as such, countries around the world are in arace to devel op their nanotechnology

indudtries. It isimperdive that in this race, the U.S. mugt be firgt acrossthe finish line”

-more-
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“Nanotechnology is a subject on which there is dready broad agreement - on both Sdes of the
ade, in the Adminigration, and indeed in the country at large. Nanotechnology can be a key to future
economic prosperity and might improve our lives, and the federal government has an important role to
play in supporting the basic research that will make this possible. Our legidation doesjust that, and
passage of thisbill isabig step for a‘smdl’ science,” said Rep. Boehlert

The bill provides aforma structure for coordination of research across the agencies, emphasizes
interdisciplinary research, addresses societal concerns raised by nanotechnology, requires outside
reviews of the program, promotes efforts to commercidize nanotechnology applications, and provides
incentives for U.S. citizens and legal residents to pursue degrees in science and enginegring.

The Nationd Association of Manufacturers, Semiconductor Industry Association, Association
for Computing Machinery, Computing Research Association, Nanobusiness Alliance, Alliance for
Science and Technology Research in America, Indtitute of Electronics and Electrica Engineers, IBM,
Intel Corporation, and Hewlett- Packard have endorsed the legidation.

Intel Corporation’s Douglas B. Comer stated, “H.R. 766 is one of the critical ‘foundation
stones for continued American leadership in the development of new technologies and the industries
that flow from those technologies. Without the resources needed to carry forward the basic research,
we risk losng the lead in this growth technology to foreign competitors who are devoting higher
percentages of their GDP to basic research than the U.S.”

Thetext of the bill and a sectionby-section can be found at the Science Committee website at
www.house.gov/science. For additional information on the federal government’ s nanotechnology

research initiatives, log on to www.nano.gov.
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